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Good Morning Hawthorne Families. 

 

I hope this letter finds you and your families safe, healthy, and doing well. Please allow me to 

begin by wishing all of our Hawthorne mom’s a very Happy Mother’s Day!  

 

In regard to the school district, we have some very important updates, including detailed 

guidance from the NJ Department of Education regarding graduation ceremonies for the class of 

2020. Please allow me to share these important updates. 

 

AP Testing at HHS 

2020 AP Exams will be completed remotely and are scheduled to begin this Monday, May 11th 

and run through Friday, May 22nd.  Important information regarding this year’s AP testing is 

posted on the college board website. Ms. Wegert also generated a letter with a summary of 

important information which can be found here. Questions regarding AP Exams should be 

directed to Ms. Wegert at cwegert@hawthorne.k12.nj.us. 

 

End of Year Events  

This past Friday, May 8th, we received updated guidance from the NJ Department of Education 

regarding the requirement for virtual Graduation ceremonies. This memo, found here, clearly 

explains that only virtual Graduations will be permitted for the remainder of the 2020 school 

year. As I mentioned in a previous message, we are still planning to host certain events in July 

2020 (i.e. Prom, 8th grade dance, yearbook signing, etc.). However, these July events will be 

contingent on what is permitted by the Governor and what the law at that time allows.  

 

The Administration and class advisors have already hosted meetings with 8th and 12th grade 

students to discuss graduation and other end of year events and will continue to do so. We are 

also planning to host parent meetings in the coming weeks to provide updates to our 8th and 12th 

grade parents. Our goal, as always, is to make these events special for our student graduates and 

their families. 

 

In regard to the end of year closeout of schools: we are currently in the planning stages for how 

we will have teachers and students come to the schools to pick up personal materials, clean out 

their classrooms and lockers, return uniforms, books, chromebooks, etc. The NJ Department of 

Education will be providing guidance on this process this coming week. Once we have finalized 

these plans, we will communicate that information to parents and begin that process. 

https://apcoronavirusupdates.collegeboard.org/?fbclid=IwAR3oqGOaz_2rAR-NSEl5GC84AIiK5mn6ixO2Oa8QB59n6ATf8cox8WX6YVA
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_18834606/File/COVID-19/2020%20Updates%20to%20AP%20Testing.pdf
mailto:cwegert@hawthorne.k12.nj.us
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_18834606/File/COVID-19/COVID-19%20Virtual%20Graduation%20Celebrations.pdf


Virtual Events 

We have hosted numerous Virtual Events over the past couple of weeks and have a number of 

others scheduled, including the Spanish Honor Society Induction, 5th Grade Parent Night, and a 

Senior Spirit Week scheduled for June 1st – June 5th. To view the schedule for upcoming events, 

please visit our Virtual Event webpage or our district YouTube page where all of our completed 

events are available. 

 

HHS Track 

The Hawthorne Board of Education and Administration have decided to reopen the HHS track for 

use by Hawthorne residents. Going forward we ask all residents to please note the following 

guidelines regarding the use of the track: 

• The track will be monitored throughout the week by one of our district security personnel 

to ensure that those who use the track are following social distancing protocols 

• No group workouts or large group meetings of any kind will be permitted 

• The use of the HHS athletic fields and hockey rink are strictly prohibited 

As long as residents adhere to the guidelines listed above, the track will remain open. Thank you 

in advance for your cooperation! 

 

Updates Regarding Remote Learning 

• Students are expected to check their respective Google Classrooms or Google folders located 

on our website on a daily basis to receive updates and assignments from their teachers. 

• Students should also continue to complete remote attendance via the link on our website. 

• Hawthorne teachers continue to increase their use of virtual platforms, instructional videos 

(flipped classroom) and small group instruction with students. Please remember that students 

are expected to attend and participate in these learning opportunities facilitated by their 

teachers via Zoom or Google. They are also expected to view instructional videos and 

complete assignments shared via google classroom or through shared lesson plans.  

• Also, if students need assistance or extra help at any point they should coordinate a time with 

their teacher to meet over the phone or virtually any time during the instructional week. 

• If an extenuating circumstance such as illness, family responsibilities, or work dynamics 

prevent participation in virtual sessions or other instruction, please email your teacher or 

building Principal. 

 

Chromebooks Pickup 

Beginning on Monday, May 4th, we will be following a new chromebook pickup schedule. This 

new schedule is as follows: Monday’s and Thursday’s between the hours of 10:30 am and 

12:00 pm.  If you are still in need of a chromebook, simply come to the Bamford Avenue 

entrance of HHS at the assigned times to pick one up. Any technical issues should be reported to 

your school Principal and someone will contact you to assist. 

 

https://hhs.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/our_school/upcoming_hawthorne_high_school_virtual_events
https://www.youtube.com/user/HawthorneSchools/playlists
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/news/what_s_new/district_health_related_preparedness_plan
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/news/what_s_new/district_health_related_preparedness_plan


Food Services 

We continue to provide breakfast and lunch service for eligible families. Breakfast and lunch are 

available each week on Monday’s and Thursday’s from 10:30 am – 12:00 pm. Please 

remember to use the rear entrance (Bamford Avenue entrance) at Hawthorne High School. Also, 

anyone who feels they may be eligible for free meals please click on this link or stop by 

Hawthorne High School on Monday’s or Thursday’s to pick up an application. All applications 

submitted will be processed immediately by our staff who are working remotely.  

 

Social Media and YouTube Links 

Please visit our Hawthorne Public School social media sites and youtube pages to stay informed. 

We will continue to post updates and other important information on these sites.  

HPS’s Facebook                         HPS’s Twitter                       HPS’s Instagram                          

District’s YouTube page            Bears Broadcasting 

 

Guidance Department Updates 

As this closure continues, it grows ever more important to make sure our students mental health 

is a being addressed. We refer you to the website and the information shared by our guidance 

department as to the services and resources available to make sure our kids cope with this 

extended closure. Below, please find resources provided by Ms. Wegert and the district’s 

Guidance Department. These and other resources are also available on our district website.  

Please click on the links below to view these resources:  

Talking to Children about COVID-19: A Parent Resource 

An Important Message from the Hawthorne Guidance Department  

Guidance Update and Community Resources 

Online Series for Families  

 

As a school district, we will continue to share updates with our Hawthorne Community and will 

post any and all communications to the District Health Related Preparedness Plan on our 

website. We thank you for your continued support of our schools, particularly during this crisis. 

As we’ve stated previously, we are here to support our families during these challenging and 

stressful times so don’t hesitate to reach out to your child’s teacher, building administrator or my 

office with any questions. Remember, we will get through this together as we are 

HAWTHORNE STRONG! 

 

Be well everyone and have a great week!  

Go Bears!  

 
Richard A. Spirito 

https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_18834606/File/Our%20District/Free%20and%20Reduced%20Applications/19%2020%20%20FREE%20AND%20REDUCED%20LUNCH%20APPLICATION.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/Hawthorne-Public-Schools-427445860631283/
https://twitter.com/rspirito11
https://www.instagram.com/hawthornepublicschools/
https://www.youtube.com/user/HawthorneSchools/playlists
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC27uSHHMnKbbWK-OQ7a0wqw/playlists
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/news/what_s_new/district_health_related_preparedness_plan
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/1/folders/172EPl7heIotF_bSpl-pnBcPC8vDeLkkg
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_18834606/File/COVID-19/A%20Guide%20to%20Remote%20Learning%20from%20the%20Hawthorne%20Guidance%20Department.pdf
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_18834606/File/COVID-19/Hawthorne%20Guidance%20Services%20Community%20Resources.pdf
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_18834606/File/COVID-19/Online%20Series%20for%20Families.pdf
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/news/what_s_new/district_health_related_preparedness_plan
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